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LECTURE 14
EUROPE'S "CIVIL WARS" (1914-1945)

I.  Outline of General Themes


A. Political Instability in Europe



1. Conflict between Social Classes



2. Conflict between National States


B. The "Great War" or World War I (1914-1918)



1. Origins



2. "Total War"



3. Consequences


C. The Twenty-Year Crisis (1919-1939)


D. World War II (1939-1945)



1. "Blitzkrieg"



2. "World" War in the Truest Sense (Europe and Asia)


3. Consequences

II. Introductory Remarks


A. The twentieth century is a power-packed one, full of changes as well as dramatic highs 


     and lows

B. Western Europe had become the dominant civilization across the globe in
                 the years following the Renaissance, the Age of Exploration, the Commercial 
       

                 Revolution, and the Industrial Revolution



1. However, the two world wars bled Europe white, ultimately leading to 



    its relative decline as a global actor and the loss of its overseas empires


2. In a sense, the guns and ideologies of imperialism once reserved for 



   Africa and Asia were ultimately turned on fellow Europeans




a. This was seen especially clearly during the Holocaust in World War II 



    (Nazi imperialism in Eastern Europe, slave labor, mass murder)




b. We also saw class-warfare and national animosities magnified during 




    the Stalinist regime in Russia during the 1930s and 1940s



3. From a global perspective, this "civil war" in Europe during this thirty-



    year crisis period (some scholars call it the Second Thirty Years' War) 



    witnessed a powerful civilization turning upon itself to an extent not seen 


    before, and eventually leading to its demise as the preeminent center of world 



    power 



a. Following the sudden collapse of the old aristocracies and remaining 




    empires in Europe after World War I, Europe groped for a new 




    consensus in the 1920s and 1930s




b. However, some of the early democracies and social experiments, 




    notably in Germany, led to political strife and paved the way for 




    authoritarian governments promising change and renewal in the 




    political vacuum left by the First World War




c. New visions for Europe led to a showdown between two powerful 



    secular ideologies that filled the postwar void, National Socialism 



    (Nazism) in Germany and Communism in the Soviet Union during the 



    1930s and 1940s, where World War II's worst bloodletting took place



d. Following World War II, a new era was established, a bipolar world 




    between two superpowers, the United States and the Soviet Union 




   (1945-1991)


C. We have discussed Europe's impact on the world, its power, efficiency, and 


     ruthlessness as well as compassion 



1. Great change occurred, based on technology, trade, and colonialism



2. Conflict and instability was common in Europe, but they really became 



     significant in the first half of the 1900s


3. Political instability in Europe could long be send between social classes and 



    was nothing new in its history (whether peasant revolts, wars between kings 



    and nobles, etc.)



4. We also had in more recent times revolutions break out across Europe, notably 



    the French Revolution of 1789, stimulating further instability on the continent 



    throughout the 19th century




a. In particular, the French Revolution set a precedent in trying to 




    RECREATE SOCIETY and not just the government or ruler



5. Instability worsened in Europe as well following the rise of industrialization




a. There occurred the rise of socialist and Marxist critiques of society in 




    the 19th century, preaching in many cases class conflict and revolution



b. The problems were often associated with capitalism



6. In addition to social and class conflicts within societies, there was a long 



    tradition of national rivalries and conflicts among the European states




a. The Europeans had long been competitive, whether other dynastic 




    claims, trade, territory, religion, and resources, with a long history of 




    war and imperialism




b. After 1500, but especially after 1850, some of this European energy was 




    diverted to elsewhere across the globe in empire-building




c. Occasionally, one of these European powers became strong and big 




    enough to conquer or dominate nearly all the rest (save Great Britain 




    and Russia)





1) For example, King Louis XIV and later Napoleon of France





2) We saw this again during World Wars I and II with a 





     unified and aggressive Germany





3) After 1815, though, the Congress of Vienna system maintained 





    a relative status quo and balance of power among the European 





    states to prevent another Napoleon





4) The Europeans aristocrats and leaders proved successful in 





    avoiding a major European-wide war among the great powers 





    for nearly a century, from 1815 until 1914, something 





    unprecedented for the continent (today, Europe has had relative 




                peace since 1945, but still a long way from breaking this record)






a) Smaller, localized conflicts did take place between 1815 





    and 1914, including wars of unification for Germany and 






    Italy (1860s and 1870s), Balkan wars for independence 






    (late 1800s and early 1900s), and the Crimean War 






    (1853-1856), but a wider confrontation between the 






    major powers was averted





5) Increasingly, however, nationalist fervor was making the 




                continent unstable, especially in multi-ethnic Eastern Europe 




                with the remaining empires like Austro-Hungary, Russia, and 




                Turkey 




d. The problem of nationalism in Eastern Europe intensified in the 19th 




    century, unlike in Western Europe where nation-states already existed









1) This growing restlessness in the region led to the outbreak of 




                World War I in the case of ethnic Serbs in Austro-Hungary 





     seeking independence with Serbia




e. The "spark" for World War I was a Serbian nationalist's assassination of 




    Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian throne, in Sarajevo in 




    June 1914 (the same place in the 1990s where the genocide in 




    Yugoslavia took place)


D. World War I Ended 100 Years of Relative Peace in Europe



1. The war actually came as no surprise to most Europeans, as many people were 



    expecting, even welcoming, a major conflict






a. Social Darwinist beliefs and national and racial conflict had grown 




    prevalent, as did revolutionary socialist ideas advocating class warfare 




    and revolution (life as a source of struggle where only the strong 




    survive)




b. The initial euphoria of summer 1914 failed to foresee the severity and 




     length of this mass industrialized war



2. In retrospect, World War I (called the Great War until World War II) led to this 


    thirty-year European crisis period from 1914 to 1945




a. The main consequence of this period of turmoil:  European global 




    dominance ended, and some scholars have regarded these wars as 




    Europe's committing "suicide"



b. In fact, Europeans still have not quite recovered from the First World 




    War, not to mention World War II and the Holocaust, after which moral 




    relativism and the loss of confidence became more pronounced in the 



    West 





1) Perhaps, some thought, there were limits to human "progress" 




                that had seemed so spectacular in the 19th century during the 





    Industrial and Scientific Revolutions



3. With the assassination of the Archduke in 1914, a complex balance of power 


                system broke down, and various alliances drew in all the major powers like a 



    domino effect




a. The existing peace structure that developed in the 19th and early 20th 




    centuries failed and triggered an alliance system into war




b. In July 1914, after receiving unconditional support from Imperial 




   Germany (a dumb move on the part of the Germans), Austro-Hungary 




    sent Serbia an ultimatum to surrender nationalists supposedly 




    responsible for killing the Archduke




c. Serbia rejected just one demand, namely, the allowance of Austrian 




    police into the country (in fact, Serbia had no formal part in the 




    assassination)





a. Once Austro-Hungary declared war on Serbia, Russia stepped in 





    to protect its Serbian (and fellow Slavic) ally





b. When Russia moved against its Austro-Hungarian ally, Imperial 




            Germany moved against Russia





c. When Germany moved against its Russian ally, France moved 





     against France





d. Great Britain was an ally of both France and Russia, and it also 





    had a defensive pact since 1839 with neutral Belgium, protecting 





    it from invasion






1) When Germany in August 1914 invaded neutral Belgium 






     in order to sweep quickly into France, Britain entered 






     the war






2) The two fighting camps:







a. The Allied Powers: France, Russia, Britain and 







    their allies









b. The Central Powers: Germany, Austro-Hungary 






    and their allies





e. Ultimately, other states joined the conflict, including the 





    Ottoman Turks in late 1914 (siding with Austro-Hungary and 




    Germany against rival Russia) and Italy in 1915 (joining France 



     

    and Britain and France against rival Austro-Hungary)






1) Bulgaria also joined the Central Powers, while Romania 






     joined the Allies 





2) Later in April 1917, the United States got pulled into the 






    conflict as a result of Germany's submarine warfare in 






    the Atlantic and America's pro-English sentiments (also 






    the German intrigue with Mexico, the so-called 





                Zimmerman Note, offering the American Southwest in 





                exchange for Mexico joining Germany's side)


E.  World War One's Unanticipated Destructiveness



1.  Thanks to the Industrial Revolution, military technology had truly changed 



      since 1815 and 1870 




a. The Napoleonic Wars were destructive in their day and took Europe 




    some time to recover




b. The American Civil War (1861-1865) anticipated the destructive 




    potential of the Industrial era, as well as the first instances of trench 




    warfare  




c. The Franco-Prussian War of 1870-1871 was relatively quick, however, 




    and the Europeans expected this would again be the case in 1914




d. Like the American Civil War, Europeans in summer 1914 expected the 




    Great War to be over by Christmas



2.  Why did World War One take so long?




a. Relative equality of the great European powers (men, resources, and 




    technology, etc.)




b. Destructive power of industrialized warfare came to the fore





1) European military power turned on itself, and no longer on the 





    African and Asian colonies



3. The relative parity between the Allies and Central Powers resulted in 


    TRENCH WARFARE, A WAR OF ATTRITION




a. Unlike World War II, this war was characterized by "static" warfare on 




    the Western Front in particular, especially in the trenches 




b. Great battles and heavy losses over small areas = a deliberate mass 




    slaughter and war of attrition, a matter of wearing out the enemy 




    and make them lose more than yourself (bleed the enemy white)




c. Examples of great battles





1) Verdun in France (1916), German offensive: 






a) About 300,000 French killed






b) About 280,000 Germans killed






c) Result:  Germans get the city of Verdun





2) Somme in France (1916), Allied offensive:






a) It took five months






b) About 450,000 Germans killed





c) About 420,000 British killed = the average life 






    expectancy for British soldiers at Somme was about two 






    weeks






d) About 200,000 French killed






e) Result:  Allies gained a few yards



4. Besides the military losses, other losses also need to be calculated




a. The sociological and demographic impact





1) An entire generation of young men was wiped out, especially 





    in France, where nearly 1/5 or 20% of French males between the 





    ages of 18 and 40 were dead (that did not include the wounded 





    and disabled)





2) The British lost not just ordinary enlisted men, but many of their 





    officers who came from the cream of the crop (the elite were 





    wiped out, too)






a) Author J.R.R. Tolkien, who served as an officer in 






    the trenches and fought at the Battle of the Somme 






    (across from German soldier Adolf Hitler) lost most of 






    his Oxford University classmates:  His stories, like Lord 





    of the Rings, reflected his trench experiences, such as the 






devastated landscapes, the sense of passing of an age, and 






the "faces in the water" 






b) Tolkien's friend and colleague, C.S. Lewis, was left for 





    dead in "no man's land" between the trenches when 




                            wounded = Lewis was an atheist until later in life




3) Some of the best men were now gone, the future generation of 





    leaders





4) Many wartime widows resulted, and many young women never 




                married after the war, as there were not enough men





5) During the war, women had to help the war effort in their 





    respective countries by working in factories to replace men who 





    were conscripted to fight








a) We began to see national voting rights for women by 






    1919 and 1920 in Great Britain and the United States 






    respectively





6) In order to conduct "total war," to mobilize the state and the 





    mass population, both the Allies and Central 





    Powers had to mobilize resources and populations 






a) As a result, state powers increased, including the 






    nationalization of industry, censorship, economic 






    management, and propaganda, as did the 






    centralization of government 







b) These powers were difficult for governments to give up 






     completely following the war





7) We also see a brutalization of society and a coarsening of 





    culture, and this psychological hardening of soldiers in 





    particular was brought back home after the war 






a) We saw Russia's Communist takeover in November 





               1917, and the resulting Russian Civil War and War 






   Communism (1918-1920) 





b) We saw the brutalization of politics in Germany, for 





                example, immediately after the war and again in the 






    early 1930s between German Nazis and Communists, 





    many of whom were war veterans (the frontlines were 





    political now)


F.  The Interwar Crisis Period, 1919-1939



1. Though not making a clear impact until summer 1918, America's entry into the 



    war after April 1917 helped turn the tide, leading to Allied victory in November 



    1918



2. However, the Allied victory was a hollow one in 1918




a. The traumatic effects of the war





1) Destruction of land and property, especially in northeastern 





    France





2) Economic depletion, especially England, which lost 60% of its 





    total wealth in the war






a) England became a debtor nation






b) America began its economic dominance, which 






    became more apparent after 1945





3) Loss of life and young men





4) Political upheaval and destabilization






a) The Russian Empire under the tsars fell







i) The Russian Revolutions of March and 







    November 1917







ii) The Bolshevik Revolution in November, under 







Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924), created the first 






communist and atheist state 






b) The breakup of empires and the political hold of 






    aristocracies







i) Turkish Empire (Ottoman) dissolved in 1922, the 







    last great Islamic empire gone







ii) Austro-Hungarian Empire broken up in 1918 into 







     various states in Central and Eastern Europe







iii) Imperial Germany fell, leading to the creation of 







     Weimar Germany, a democratic republic beset 

   





     with economic and political problems during its 






                 short life (1919-1933)





c) This breakup of empires led to the creation of a 






    patchwork of new and weak states in Central and Eastern 






    Europe, with little or no history of democracy or 








    independence (a formula for instability and strife)



3. Though several treaties were signed in Paris in 1919-1920, the Versailles Peace 



    Treaty is most famous and controversial among them, as it directly affected 



    Germany




a. Here Germany received a long list of punishments, something that 




    Hitler and other Germans came to resent deeply





1) Germany had to accept responsibility for starting the war (which 



     was not the case in 1914, though one could argue that for 1939) 





2) Germany lost its overseas empire as well as some of its own 




    territories





3) Germany's military strength was reduced considerably (no navy, 





     no air force, no tanks, and only a 100,000-man standing army)





4) Germany Rhineland in the western part of the country along the 





    French border was to be demilitarized 





5) Germany had to pay war reparations (especially to France), 





    though payments were later reduced and eventually ended by the 





    Allies by 1930




b. With hindsight, the Versailles provisions were harsh, vindictive and a 




    bad mistake over the long haul as the new German republic tried to 



                establish itself during a critical formation period



4. Though nothing is necessarily inevitable, World War I turned out to be the first 


    stage in a series of European conflicts, escalating in the late 1930s and bringing 


    about the destruction of European world dominance (long-term impact)




a. After 1500, European dominance began, but in the first half of the 



    20th century, Europe disintegrated




b. The Allied victory of 1918 did not resolve old national rivalries, and in 




    fact, they escalated them




c. Thus, twenty years of crisis began, ironic in view of U.S. President 




    Woodrow Wilson's "war to end all wars" and "to make the world safe 




    for democracy"


G. The Rise of Dictatorships after the First World War



1. Why was this the case?




a. The growth of state power, a legacy of total war continued after 1918, 




    as evident in Germany and Soviet Russia, among others





b. New nation-states lacked a tradition of self-government and democratic 




    rule; they were fragile, weak, and susceptible to demagogues (leaders 




    proposing and promising extreme solutions to their problems)




c. Devastating economic impact of World War I





1) A brief boom period in the mid-1920s, but then the Great 





    Depression set in during the 1930s 



2. Rise of Totalitarianism (Russia, Italy and Germany)




a. In time, some governments became totalitarian, assuming greater power 




    over their citizens than ever before, something only possible in 




    technologically modern countries




b. Communications and transportation technology, propaganda techniques, 




    and vast secret police forces made these centralized and powerful 




    regimes possible




c. Many scholars hold that Soviet Russia, even more so than Nazi 




    Germany, best epitomized this totalitarian state under the rule of Lenin's 




    successor, Joseph Stalin (1879-1953), who assumed full power in the 




    1930s





1) Communism called for no private property, the elimination of 





    class distinctions, and that nothing should stand in the way 




                between the state and the individual





2) The Soviet Communists were ruthlessly effective




d. As for fascist Italy (under Benito Mussolini, who ruled from 1922 to 




    1943) and fascist Germany (under Hitler who ruled from 1933 to 1945), 




    these two regimes held no objections to social class or capitalism, but 




    they were willing to use state power and call on all people to serve the 




    state's interests   





1) Ironically, the Nazis or National Socialists were "socialist" in 




    their calls for "national community" and that all social classes 




    played their vital parts in the nation's interests, whether soldiers, 





    industrialists, workers, women, etc., etc. 




2) Other fascist regimes appeared in Eastern Europe by 1940, 





    including Hungary and Romania


H. World War Two (1939-1945)



1. The primary cause:  Hitler of Germany




a. Hitler's ambition was to rectify the "wrongs" done by the Versailles 




    Treaty of 1919, and German support for this action was widespread




b. Hitler also wanted to punish certain countries, especially Poland and 




    France and Russia




c. Hitler also wanted to eliminate certain groups whom he saw as 




    degenerate, including segments of the German population 





1) His primary target were Jews, but also Slavs, Gypsies, 





    Communists, various political opponents, and the sick and 





    disabled, etc.




d. Hitler wished to unify Europe into an imperial state headed by a "master 




    race" of Aryans, blue-eyed and blond-haired people  





1) Basically, and many Germans did not at first recognize this fact, 





    the Nazi Party and Germany were simply serving as Hitler's 





    platforms to make possible even bigger plans: the conquest of 





    Europe and the cloning of the Aryan face comprised of the "best 



    elements" of European society as a whole





2) Like Napoleon in 1812, Hitler almost pulled off his grand 





    plans in 1941-1942, but Russia and Britain managed to resist 





    him and turn the tide, along with later vital American assistance



2. Thus began the last great European-wide "civil war"




a. Certain similarities can be found between World Wars I and II





1) Both were total wars, with great power concentrated in state 





    governments (the democracies were slower to react to the threat, 





    but they, too, had to follow suit)





   
a) However, there arose clear differences in both conflicts





2) The nature of World War I was relatively "static," while World 





    War II made use of "lightning" or so-called "Blitzkrieg" tactics, 





     made possible through effective use of air power and armored 





     vehicles





3) Both Hitler and the Allies wished to avoid long stalemates





4) Chemical or gas warfare first took place in 1915, it was 





    applied only on the frontlines against fighting troops during the 





    remainder of World War I






a) During World War II, however, gas and chemical 





    warfare was used, but in this case by the Nazis only 





    against defenseless civilian and prisoner populations 





    during the Holocaust (Russian POWS, Gypsies, Jews, 





    and the sick and infirm, etc.).





5) Moreover, World War II was more genuinely a "world war," 





    involving more extensively North Africa, the Middle East, Asia 





    and the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans 





a) An Allied power in World War I, Japan played only a 






    minor role at the time






b) During World War II, an aggressive Imperial Japan's






    involvement with the Axis Powers (Italy and Germany 





                and their allies) led to a bitter conflict, especially in the 






    Pacific against the United States




6) Finally, Hitler clearly applied 19th-century ideas of European 





    expansion and imperialism to Europe itself (the Soviet Union 





    was to become a German colony, not Africa or Asia)






a) The Nazis also turned racist doctrines on fellow 




                            Europeans, especially the Jews, Slavs, and others






b) Hitler tried to carry out Social Darwinism on fellow 






    Europeans, especially those in Eastern Europe

I. The Three Great Consequences of the Two World Wars



1.  First, three great powers bled themselves to death = Great Britain, France, and 



     Germany (Russia suffered tremendously, but emerged a superpower 



     nonetheless)



2. Second, the loss of overseas empire in Africa and Asia followed within a 



    generation after the war



a. This proved especially true for the British and French




b. If great European empires fell in Eastern Europe in 1918, then great 




    European overseas empires collapsed between 1945 and 1970 





1) Moreover, if World War II had been a struggle for freedom 




    from tyranny against conquering imperial powers, why should 




    the Allies maintain their own empires and dominion over 




    others? 





2) Even in the United States, the civil rights movement gained 





    momentum in the generation after World War II when Blacks 





    and other American minorities who had fought abroad returned 





    home and saw more clearly now the inequalities within their 




    own societies, including some policies that bore an eerie 




    resemblance to Nazi policies, including the segregation of races  



3. Finally, we saw the dramatic rise of the United States and the USSR (Soviet 


    Russia) as the two competing global superpowers




a. Hitler and his propaganda minister, Joseph Goebbels, predicted this 



    emerging confrontation in early 1945 




b. This so-called "Cold War" was mostly one of conflicting ideologies, 




    capitalism and democracy versus Communism and repression, but both 



    powers managed to avoid another "hot war" or World War III




c. Breaking their wartime alliance, the US and USSR now competed 




    with each other for global influence through their various allies and 




    proxies, establishing a mostly "bi-polar" world until 1991 with 




    the collapse of Soviet Communism
